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	TRAC Scheduling Assistant
	September 2011



Is There Really Such a Thing As a TV Season?
These days that question is more rhetorical than anything. With the continued success of cable series that premiere year round the notion that September represents the beginning of a new TV season is antiquated. That said, the four major broadcast networks (yes, that still includes NBC) are planning to fire their new and returning series premiere guns in September. This is potentially a good thing for PTV. While the nets are sucking all the air out of the room we can lean on repeats and save the bulk of our premieres until October when the dust begins to settle. Of course, this could also apply to the way you approach the scheduling of local and acquired series premieres – try not to send them into the teeth of network premieres in September. Be strategic.
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September 2011 NPS – A Week by Week Walkthrough

	Week 1 (9/1 – 9/3)
	Title  (Common Carriage in Bold)
	Projected Rating

	
	
	

	Thursday, 9/1
	Antiques Roadshow “Hartford, CT” (r)
	0.7

	
	A Ride Along the Lincoln Highway (r)
	0.4

	
	This Old House Hour (r)
	0.3

	Friday, 9/2
	Washington Week
	0.5

	
	Need to Know
	0.3

	
	The People v. Leo Frank (r)
	0.2


· The short week brings NPS repeats that are harmless to keep in the schedule, particularly because we’re heading into the Labor Day weekend when HUTs/PUTs are quite low and television viewing is an afterthought. 
	Week 2 (9/4 – 9/10)
	Title  (Common Carriage in Bold)
	Projected Rating

	
	
	

	Sunday, 9/4
	Nature “Revealing the Leopard” (r)
	1.3

	
	Masterpiece Mystery! Inspector Lewis Series IV
	1.7

	
	PBS Previews: Prohibition (r)
	0.4

	Monday, 9/5
	Antiques Roadshow “Hartford, CT” (r)
	1.9

	
	Antiques Roadshow “Las Vegas, NV” (r)
	1.5

	
	Forgotten Ellis Island (r)
	0.6

	Tuesday, 9/6
	History Detectives
	0.8

	
	Frontline “Top Secret America”
	0.8

	
	POV “Better This World”
	0.4

	Wednesday, 9/7
	Nature “Braving Iraq” (r)
	0.9

	
	NOVA “Engineering Ground Zero”
	1.1

	
	Frontline “Top Secret America” (r)
	0.9

	Thursday, 9/8
	Antiques Roadshow “Hartford, CT” (r)
	0.7

	
	TBA
	0.3

	
	This Old House Hour (r)
	0.3

	Friday, 9/9
	NOVA “Engineering Ground Zero” (r)
	0.4


· The first full week of the NPS features plenty of repeats, but also an obvious programming strategy leading to the tenth anniversary of 9/11. Given the anniversary many channels around the dial will undoubtedly have some form of memorial programming in the schedule. For PTV we get a new Frontline, NOVA, a TBA special and a Great Performances that are all related to the 9/11 anniversary. We assume most stations will air these at feed, but also consider adding either local titles or other NPS extant titles to the mix.

	Week 3 (9/11 – 9/17)
	Title  (Common Carriage in Bold)
	Projected Rating


	Sunday, 9/11
	9/11 Tenth Anniversary Programming TBA
	

	
	Great Performances “A Concert for New York…”
	0.5

	Monday, 9/12
	Antiques Roadshow “Relative Riches” (r)
	2.0

	
	Antiques Roadshow “Las Vegas, NV” (r)
	1.7

	
	Nancy Reagan: The Role of a Lifetime (r)
	0.5

	Tuesday, 9/13
	Tavis Smiley Reports “Too Important to Fail”
	0.4

	
	Frontline “The Mosque at Ground Zero”
	0.5

	
	POV “If a Tree Falls”
	0.3

	Wednesday, 9/14
	Nature “Clever Monkeys” (r)
	0.8

	
	NOVA “Smartest Machine on Earth” (r)
	1.0

	
	NOVA scienceNow “How Does the Brain Work” (r)
	0.9

	Thursday, 9/15
	Antiques Roadshow “Relative Riches” (r)
	0.7

	
	PBS Previews: Prohibition (r)
	0.2

	
	Sky Island (r)
	0.2

	
	This Old House Hour (r)
	0.2

	Friday, 9/16
	American Masters “A Letter to Elia” (r)
	0.4

	
	Sky Island (r)
	0.3


· Sunday is completely Common Carriage with 9/11 anniversary-themed programs. There’s no good reason not to carry the night as fed. Monday night features repeat titles in prime, but Tuesday debuts new titles in all three hours of prime. Tavis Smiley is a non-starter with respect to GRPs, but the topic is important and September is not a bad placement. The new Frontline would pair nicely with the NOVA from the previous week, “Engineering Ground Zero.”
	Week 4 (9/18 – 9/24)
	Title  (Common Carriage in Bold)
	Projected Rating


	Sunday, 9/18
	Nature “Supersize Crocs” (r)
	1.1

	
	Masterpiece Mystery! Inspector Lewis Series IV
	1.8

	
	PBS Previews: Prohibition (r)
	0.3

	Monday, 9/19
	Antiques Roadshow “Jackpot” (r)
	2.2

	
	Antiques Roadshow “Roadshow Remembers” (r)
	1.7

	
	The Storm That Swept Mexico (r)
	0.9

	Tuesday, 9/20
	History Detectives
	0.9

	
	Frontline
	0.7

	
	POV “The Learning”
	0.3

	Wednesday, 9/21
	Live from Lincoln Center “New York Philharmonic Opening Night Gala Concert”
	0.5

	
	Not In Our Town III: Light in the Darkness
	0.4

	Thursday, 9/22
	Antiques Roadshow “Jackpot” (r)
	0.7

	
	A Program About Unusual Buildings and Other… (r)
	0.5

	
	This Old House Hour (r)
	0.3

	Friday, 9/23
	Great Performances “Placido Domingo: My…”
	0.8

	
	PBS Previews: Prohibition (r)
	0.2


· The week is an eclectic mix of genres as repeats still dominate the landscape. Fortunately, a new “Inspector Lewis” appears Sunday, especially as all of Monday offers up repeats. History Detectives returns with a new episode on Tuesday followed by a Frontline TBA and a new POV. As always, Tuesdays are good nights to consider doing a split in the 2nd hour and sliding Frontline to the 3rd hour. Wednesday is a tough sell with a new Live from Lincoln Center and a new Not In Our Town doc. However, the night is not Common Carriage and you could easily fashion a schedule with greater viewing potential. Great Performances is Common Carriage on Friday and PBS’ way of warming up the night for PBS Arts Fall Festival debuting in October.
	Week 5 (9/25 – 9/30)
	Title (Common Carriage in Bold)
	Projected Rating


	Sunday, 9/25
	Nature “Hummingbirds: Magic in the Air” (r)
	1.2

	
	Masterpiece Mystery! Inspector Lewis Series IV
	1.7

	
	Yellowstone: Land to Life (r)
	0.8

	Monday, 9/26
	Antiques Roadshow “Raleigh, NC” (r)
	2.2

	
	Antiques Roadshow “Salt Lake City, UT” (r)
	1.7

	
	Seabiscuit: American Experience (r)
	1.0

	Tuesday, 9/27
	History Detectives
	0.9

	
	Frontline
	0.8

	
	POV “Last Train Home”
	0.4

	Wednesday, 9/28
	Nature “Hummingbirds: Magic in the Air” (r)
	0.7

	
	NOVA “Quest for King Solomon’s Mines” (r)
	1.0

	
	NOVA “Riddles of the Sphinx” (r)
	0.9

	Thursday, 9/29
	Antiques Roadshow “Raleigh, NC” (r)
	0.7

	
	Seabiscuit: American Experience (r)
	0.5

	
	This Old House Hour (r)
	0.3

	Friday, 9/30
	Great Performances “Hugh Laurie: Let Them Talk”
	0.5

	
	In Performances at the White House “Fiesta Latina” (r)
	0.4


· A new episode of “Inspector Lewis” on Sunday is a good thing, but consider extending the night’s GRP potential by sliding Masterpiece an hour and slotting in a title with strong affinity – like Sherlock or Poirot. The NPS delivers a repeat, but solid Wednesday lineup of titles with strong affinity. Give yourself a break and carry the night as fed.
Dates to Remember:


9/5:					Labor Day


9/15 – 10/15:		Hispanic Heritage Month


9/11:					9/11 Tenth Anniversary


Sundown 9/28:	Rosh Hashanah
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