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	TRAC Scheduling Assistant
	November 2011



Let’s Talk Turkey
One thing that can be said about the November sweep: it’s always interesting and unpredictable. Sure, there’s a certain amount of predictability in that the NPS delivers its usual array of new and repeat titles, but overall the month lends itself to more unknowns than knowns. For example, how will America in Primetime fare on Sundays – supplanting NPS stalwart Nature? How will fans of Masterpiece react to a one-hour episode of Contemporary? Are Tuesdays doomed with repeat episodes of Secrets of the Dead leading off prime every week? We don’t have the answers, but we do know that it will take some crafty programming skills to make sure the month doesn’t turn into a pumpkin (or a turkey). Be mindful of the long view and concentrate on building cume, which is the key to setting your station up for a successful pledge drive in December.
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*Using "Stable" Stations: KCET, KCPT, KCTS, KERA, KNME, KOPB, KQED, KUED, KUHT, WBIQ, WCVE, WEDH, WETA, WFYI, WGBH, WGTV, WHRO, WHYY, WNED, WNET, WNPT, WOSU, WPBT, WPTD, WTTW, WTVS, WUNC
November 2011 NPS – A Week by Week Walkthrough

	Week 1 (11/1 – 11/5)
	Title  (Common Carriage in bold)
	Proj. Rating

	
	
	

	Tuesday, 11/1
	Secrets of the Dead “The World’s Biggest Bomb” (r)
	1.1

	
	Frontline
	1.0

	
	Women, War & Peace “The War We Are Living”
	0.6

	Wednesday, 11/2
	Nature “The Animal House”
	1.6

	
	NOVA The Fabric of the Cosmos “What Is Space?”
	1.3

	
	NOVA The Elegant Universe “Einstein’s Dream” (r)
	0.8

	Thursday, 11/3
	Antiques Roadshow “Unique Antiques” (r)
	1.0

	
	The This Old House Hour
	1.0

	
	Independent Lens “Deaf Jam”
	0.4

	Friday, 11/5
	Washington Week
	0.5

	
	Need to Know
	0.3

	
	PBS Arts from the Blue Ridge Mountains: Give Me a Banjo
	0.4


· Tuesday night starts off with a repeat Secrets of the Dead that is almost certain to underperform. Consider using a more productive title from the extant NPS, or better yet, syndication. If you are a station that slides Frontline to the 3rd hour the first 2-hours of prime can truly be a GRP playground. Wednesday looks solid from the NPS, including a new Nature episode and the 2-hour pairing of NOVA. The PBS Arts bow for the week is little more than televised wallpaper, but we just gotta suck it up and play along.


	Week 2 (11/6 – 11/12)
	Title  (Common Carriage in bold)
	Proj. Rating


	Sunday, 11/6
	America in Primetime “The Crusader”
	1.7

	
	Masterpiece Contemporary “Page Eight”
	1.1

	Monday, 11/7
	Antiques Roadshow “Junk in the Trunk”
	2.8

	
	Antiques Roadshow “Naughty or Nice” (r)
	1.8

	
	Looking for Lincoln (r)
	0.8

	Tuesday, 11/8
	Secrets of the Dead “Japanese SuperSub” (r)
	1.1

	
	Frontline
	1.0

	
	Women, War & Peace “War Defined”
	0.6

	Wednesday, 11/9
	Nature “Jungle Eagle”
	1.4

	
	NOVA The Fabric of the Cosmos “The Illusion of Time”
	1.2

	
	NOVA The Elegant Universe “The String’s the Thing” (r)
	0.8

	Thursday, 11/10
	Vietnam War Stories
	0.6

	
	POV “Where Soldiers Come From”
	0.5

	
	This Old House Hour
	0.4

	Friday, 11/11
	PBS Arts from Chicago: American Masters Bill T. Jones…
	0.4


· The success or failure of America in Primetime may be known by now, so let’s hope it does well because the lead out of Masterpiece Contemporary looks weak. A new episode of Antiques Roadshow is always welcome and could certainly help the repeat ARS in the 2nd hour. However, with the anemic repeat of Looking for Lincoln in the 3rd hour there is an opportunity here to split the ARS titles and hammock a syndie title in the middle. A little unorthodox, but worth a try. Again Wednesday looks reasonably strong with a new Nature in lead off. Thursday presents some mission vs. GRP issues as the NPS marks Veteran’s Day with Vietnam War Stories and a new POV. It’s odd to have war in the 1st hour of prime and most stations already have successful local strategies in place on Thursday nights – not to mention that diary markets may want to have a full 4-week measurement for series without preemption. 
	Week 3 (11/13–11/19)
	Title  (Common Carriage in bold)
	Proj. Rating


	Sunday, 11/13
	America in Primetime “Independent Woman”
	1.6

	
	Masterpiece Contemporary “The Song of Lunch”
	1.0

	
	Great Performances “Placido Domingo: My Favorite…” (r)
	0.3

	Monday, 11/14
	Antiques Roadshow “Tasty Treasures”
	2.7

	
	Antiques Roadshow “Simply the Best”
	2.0

	
	Looking for Lincoln (r)
	0.3

	Tuesday, 11/15
	Secrets of the Dead “Churchill’s Deadly Decision” (r)
	1.3

	
	Nazi Hunt: Elusive Justice
	1.7

	Wednesday, 11/16
	Nature “My Life As a Turkey”
	1.3

	
	NOVA The Fabric of the Cosmos “Quantum Leap”
	1.1

	
	NOVA The Elegant Universe “Welcome to the 11th…” (r)
	0.7

	Thursday, 11/17
	Antiques Roadshow “Tasty Treasures” (r)
	1.0

	
	This Old House Hour
	1.0

	
	Independent Lens “We Still Live Here – As Nutayunean”
	0.6

	Friday, 11/18
	PBS Arts from Cleveland “Women Who Rock”
	0.5

	
	In Perf. at the White House “The Motown Sound” (r)
	0.7


· Any show with the word Nazi in the title is a welcome addition to a sweep schedule, and hopefully Nazi Hunt: Elusive Justice will not disappoint. With Churchill as the lead in the night could be successful, but consider a stronger pairing with a syndie title in the 1st hour. The new Nature episode “My Life as a Turkey” has the potential for being quirky enough to be a big hit. 


	Week 4 (11/20–11/26)
	Title (Common Carriage in bold)
	Proj. Rating


	Sunday, 11/20
	America in Primetime “The Misfit”
	1.6

	
	Woody Allen: American Masters
	1.3

	Monday, 11/21
	Antiques Roadshow “Atlantic City, NJ” (r)
	2.2

	
	Woody Allen: American Masters
	1.1

	
	George Carlin: The Mark Twain Prize (r)
	0.9

	Tuesday, 11/22
	Secrets of the Dead “Deadliest Battle” (r)
	1.2

	
	Frontline (untitled episode about Mumbai attacks)
	1.1

	
	Secrets of the Dead “Mumbai Massacre” (r)
	0.9

	Wednesday, 11/23
	Nature “American Eagle” (r)
	1.2

	
	NOVA The Fabric of the Cosmos “Universe or Multiverse”
	1.1

	
	400 Years of the Telescope (r)
	1.0

	Thursday, 11/24
	Antiques Roadshow “Atlantic City, NJ” (r)
	0.8

	
	This Old House Hour
	0.9

	
	Independent Lens “Reel Injun”
	0.6

	Friday, 11/25
	PBS Arts from Los Angeles: Il Postino from LA Opera
	0.3


· The big title of the week is the new 2-parter doc about Woody Allen. Despite his popularity as a filmmaker we don’t expect this bio doc to do better or worse than recent American Masters. If nothing else, we’ll get a good laugh. November 26th is the 3-year anniversary of the terrorist attacks in Mumbai, India and the NPS does its remembrance part by scheduling a new Frontline and a repeat of Secrets of the Dead “Mumbai Massacre.” A heavy night, but it’s what PTV does better than anyone else and with low HUT levels during the week because of Thanksgiving why not stick with mission?
	Week 5 (11/27-11/30)
	Title (Common Carriage in bold)
	Proj. Rating


	Sunday, 11/27
	Nature “American Eagle” (r)
	0.9

	
	Masterpiece Contemporary “Framed” (r)
	0.7

	
	Smitten (r)
	0.5

	Monday, 11/28
	Antiques Roadshow “Madison, WI” (r)
	2.2

	
	Antiques Roadshow “Denver, CO” (r)
	1.6

	
	Unforgettable: The Korean War (r)
	0.7

	Tuesday, 11/29
	Secrets of the Dead “Slave Ship Mutiny” (r)
	1.2

	
	Frontline
	1.0

	
	Herbert Hoover: Landslide (r)
	0.5

	Wednesday, 11/30
	Nature “Why We Love Cats and Dogs” (r)
	1.2

	
	NOVA “The Incredible Journey of Butterflies” (r)
	1.1

	
	Through a Dog’s Eye’s (r)
	0.9


· Low HUT levels and viewers in the holiday mood almost always means repeats – this week is no exception. Use the week as a canvas for building cume and teasing pledge.
Dates to Remember:


November Sweep:  		10/27 – 11/23


Native American Heritage Month:  11/1 – 11/30


Daylight Savings Time ends 2a.m.: 11/6


Veterans Day:  			11/11


Thanksgiving:  			11/24
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