[image: image2.png]Mediq remiees
—1

media services










	TRAC Scheduling Assistant
	May 2011



Spring Is In the Air. What About GRPs?
Here we go again. It’s sweep time. While we may personally enjoy the advent of Spring, with its warmer weather, outside activities and beautiful blooms, the fact remains that May can be a cruel month for television schedules. After all, the sun is up longer, people watch less television and viewers start to demonstrate a certain amount of disinterest. Sure, it’s a challenge, but we have to step up to the plate regardless. In looking at the NPS we have our work cut out for us. There are few potential gems amongst the throng of core series repeats, duds in the first hour of prime and doc titles that stand little chance of grabbing eyeballs. This landscape gives us fertile ground for using your programming skills to do strategic slides and splits, replace stronger titles for weak ones, and more than ever, exploiting your acquisition library for all it’s worth. Don’t shy away from the NPS – use it and make it stronger.
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May 2011 NPS – A Week by Week Walkthrough

	Week 1 (5/1 – 5/7)
	Title  (Common Carriage in bold)
	Projected Rating

	
	
	

	Sunday, 5/1
	Nature “Salmon: Running the Gauntlet”
	1.2

	
	Masterpiece Classic “South Riding”
	1.5

	
	Irena Sendler: In the Name of Their Mothers
	0.6

	Monday, 5/2
	Antiques Roadshow “Biloxi, MS”
	2.5

	
	Roads to Memphis: American Experience (r)
	1.0

	
	Muhammad Ali: Made in Miami (r)
	0.7

	Tuesday, 5/3
	Black in America
	0.8

	
	Frontline TBA
	0.7

	
	Independent Lens “A Film Unfinished”
	0.4

	Wednesday, 5/4
	Secrets of the Dead “China’s Terracotta Army”
	1.1

	
	NOVA “Ghosts of Machu Picchu” (r)
	1.1

	
	Saving the Bay “Miracle Workers”
	0.7

	Thursday, 5/5
	Antiques Roadshow “Biloxi, MS” (r)
	1.2

	
	Thoroughbred
	0.8

	
	The This Old House Hour (r)
	0.6

	Friday, 5/6
	Washington Week
	0.6

	
	Need to Know
	0.4

	
	Masterpiece Classic “South Riding” (r)
	0.5


· The week starts the way it should with new episodes of core series. While salmon on Nature may do well enough, the relative obscurity of “South Riding” on Masterpiece could lead to lower than average ratings for the series. In advance of the summer run of Masterpiece Mystery! this may be a good opportunity to take the 2nd hour split and schedule acquisition drama or mystery fare. The balance of the week needs help as Monday presents a repeat AMEX (slide?) and Tuesday continues with the very iffy Black in Latin America. The 3rd hour on Wednesday is not Common Carriage, so it is possible to slide the repeat NOVA and follow up the new Secrets of the Dead episode with a stronger title.
	Week 2 (5/8– 5/14)
	Title  (Common Carriage in bold)
	Projected Rating


	Sunday, 5/8
	Nature “Bears of the Last Frontier” (1/3)
	1.6

	
	Masterpiece Classic “South Riding”
	1.5

	
	Journey of the Bonesetter’s Daughter
	0.8

	Monday, 5/9
	Antiques Roadshow “Biloxi, MS” 
	2.5

	
	Soundtrack for a Revolution: American Experience
	1.1

	
	American Masters “Marvin Gaye: What’s Going On” (r)
	0.9

	Tuesday, 5/10
	Black in Latin America
	0.8

	
	Frontline TBA
	0.7

	
	Independent Lens “Bhutto”
	0.4

	Wednesday, 5/11
	Secrets of the Dead “Sinking Atlantis” (r)
	1.2

	
	NOVA “Secrets of Stonehenge” (r)
	1.0

	
	Saving the Bay “Bay in the Balance”
	0.6

	Thursday, 5/12
	Antiques Roadshow “Biloxi, MS” (r)
	1.2

	
	Secrets of the Dead “Sinking Atlantis” (r)
	0.7

	
	The This Old House Hour (r)
	0.5

	Friday, 5/13
	Masterpiece Classic “South Riding” (r)
	0.5


· Bears have traditionally done well on Nature and Sunday starts three weeks with the behemoths. There might be a good opportunity to schedule other bear titles in early fringe as a hot pairing with Nature. Again, consider sliding MAST to improve GRPs in the 2nd hour. The new AMEX “Soundtrack for a Revolution” may hit, but the odds a slim. Sliding “Soundtrack” and using a stronger AMEX title in the 2nd hour may be a good strategy.
	Week 3 (5/15 – 5/21)
	Title  (Common Carriage in bold)
	Projected Rating


	Sunday, 5/15
	Nature “Bears of the Last Frontier” (2/3)
	1.6

	
	Masterpiece Classic “South Riding”
	1.5

	
	The Storm That Swept Mexico
	0.7

	Monday, 5/16
	Antiques Roadshow “Biloxi, MS”
	2.5

	
	Freedom Riders: American Experience
	1.1

	Tuesday, 5/17
	Secrets of the Dead “The World’s Biggest Bomb”
	1.3

	
	Frontline TBA
	1.0

	
	Independent Lens “Beetle Queen Conquers Tokyo”
	0.5

	Wednesday, 5/18
	Secrets of the Dead “The Silver Pharaoh” (r)
	1.1

	
	NOVA “Riddles of the Sphinx” (r)
	1.0

	
	NOVA “Building Pharaoh’s Ship” (r)
	0.8

	Thursday, 5/19
	Antiques Roadshow “Biloxi, MS” (r)
	1.2

	
	Secrets of the Dead “The Silver Pharaoh” (r)
	0.8

	
	The This Old House Hour (r)
	0.5

	Friday, 5/20
	Masterpiece Classic “South Riding” (r)
	0.5


· For Sunday see the previous two weeks – the writing is on the wall. AMEX “Freedom Riders” is destined for some high profile press and plenty of local station outreach – we should probably leave it as fed in the NPS. The title of the Secrets of the Dead episode is so perfect for joke making: “The World’s Biggest Bomb” will hopefully be anything but. Wednesday certainly has potential for a slide and pair opportunity.
	Week 4 (5/22 – 5/28)
	Title (Common Carriage in bold)
	Projected Rating


	Sunday, 5/22
	Nature “Bears of the Last Frontier” (3/3)
	1.6

	
	Masterpiece Mystery! Poirot X “Murder on the…” (r)
	1.3

	
	David Suchet on the Orient Express: A Masterpiece…” (r)
	0.7

	Monday, 5/23
	Antiques Roadshow “Washington, DC”
	2.6

	
	The Trials of J. Robert Oppenheimer: American… (r)
	1.1

	Tuesday, 5/24
	Craft in America “Messages”
	0.9

	
	Frontline TBA
	0.7

	
	Independent Lens “Welcome to Shelbyville”
	0.5

	Wednesday, 5/25
	Secrets of the Dead “Lost Ships of Rome” (r)
	1.0

	
	NOVA “Secrets of the Parthenon” (r)
	0.8

	
	Lost Cave Temples (r)
	0.6

	Thursday, 5/26
	Antiques Roadshow “Washington, DC” (r)
	1.2

	
	David Suchet on the Orient Express: A Masterpiece…” (r)
	0.5

	
	This Old House Hour (r)
	0.4

	Friday, 5/27
	Masterpiece Mystery! Poirot X “Murder on the…” (r)
	0.4


· A week of repeats with very few exceptions. Despite its length AMEX “Trials of J. Robert Oppenheimer” can be slid one hour and still satisfy Common Carriage requirements. Let’s face it Craft in America does not belong in the 1st hour of prime. Wednesday is a good target for a slide and pair opportunity.
	Week 5 (5/29 – 5/31)
	Title (Common Carriage in bold)
	Projected Rating


	Sunday, 5/29
	National Memorial Day Concert (2011)
	1.7

	
	National Memorial Day Concert (2011) (r)
	1.2

	Monday, 5/30
	Antiques Roadshow “Washington, DC”
	2.4

	
	War Letters: American Experience (r)
	1.3

	
	Hallowed Grounds (r)
	0.7

	Tuesday, 5/31
	Great Performances “Carnegie Hall @ 120: An…”
	0.6

	
	Independent Lens “Garbage Dreams” (r)
	0.4


· It’s no secret that the ratings for the National Memorial Day Concert have been dropping. So, with that in mind we can’t figure out why PBS would designate the double-pump repeat for Common Carriage – especially because a lot of stations were already repeating the special. Go figure! Monday may fare better with stronger titles associated with Memorial Day and sliding AMEX “War Letters.”
Dates to Remember:


4/28 - 5/25:		Nielsen Local Sweeps


5/1 - 5/31:	Asian American & Pacific Islanders Month


5/1 - 5/31:	Jewish American Heritage Month


5/1:	Holocaust Remembrance


5/8:					Mother’s Day


5/30:					Memorial Day
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