Crossroads 2011



30 seconds – Part 1 of 3
(Engaged in Show - P6/#4)
If you’re like me and have been a music lover since you were very young, then you know what a powerful force music can be.  As a universal language, music has been used to help define cultures, communicate ideas and feelings that seem to be beyond words, and even affect our mental and physical state.
Whether you’re a fan of jazz, rhythm and blues, country, classical or all of the above, 
the variety of musical performances on PBS is vast.  
With PBS, you can enjoy your very own night at the opera during the week, and then take a front row seat at a rock concert once the weekend arrives.  

We are counting on the music to move you, when the time is right, to make that pledge of  support that you’ve been thinking about.  The phone number is right there on your screen.  The rest is up to you.



30 seconds – Part 2 of 3
(Core Values - P1/#4)
I can’t help but wonder who will be helping to keep this music alive in 20, 30 even 40 years from now.  If we want this music to have a platform, a home which will not only recognize the performers and their music, but also honor their contributions after they are gone, then let’s begin now.  
Our children and grandchildren will be able to enjoy these concert specials which chronicle some of the most talented musicians of our era.
PBS is the only home for these full-length concerts – these Great Performance specials seen here by millions of viewers each year.
And we can be partners in chronicling these musical performances for generations to come.  With PBS as your trusted steward we can all keep the music alive with your help during this Crossroads concert special.



30 seconds – Part 3 of 3
(Engaged in Show - P6/#7)
You may have found yourself tuning-in to watch several Eric Clapton specials on PBS, 
Sessions with Robert Johnson, The Cream Reunion Concert at Royal Albert Hall, and, of course, the Crossroads benefit concerts.
And if you’re tuning-in several times to watch the same programs over and over again, you’re not alone!  Many callers have told us that they get so excited that they forget to make the call!

You’ve set aside time during your busy schedule to watch this program and we thank you for tuning-in with the rest of us.  But now is also the time to acknowledge the work that went into creating this program. And by doing this, you help to insure future concert specials will continue to have a home on PBS.



(Core Values - P4/#2)
We hear from viewers every week who feel compelled to thank us for programs just like this one, and for regular series like American Experience and Frontline  PBS works with producers who spend months and sometime years writing and producing programs that strive to go deeper into the subject matter than most journalists care to go.
These are the stories that pull you in, excite your senses and help you to understand the world.  You and your family may have stumbled upon in-depth programs that have walked you through history, introduced you to new discoveries in science, or transported you to places that you never knew existed.
If you and your family find value in the content that is here on PBS, then pick up the phone and pledge a gift of financial support to this community resource - your Public Television Station.



 (Core values - P3/#2)
If you’re like me and you find value in the quality and depth of the programs on PBS, then you’re probably watching on a regular basis.  Being able to learn something each time you tune to PBS, AND know that’s there’s an entire community of viewers just like you and I out there – it’s evidence of the value that is found right here, every day on PBS.

If I can tune-in to be entertained and come away having learned something, then that’s a nice surprise AND something that I’m willing to support.



 (Core Values - P5/#2)
When you and I are watching Public Television, there really is a connection going on.  We may enjoy a program so much that we actually feel engaged with the performers on stage.  When this happens, you know that there is something special, something very unique happening..
and the desire to change the channel just doesn’t exist! 

Entire concerts, full length operas, insightful and intelligent programs that don’t demean or insult, but instead invite.  That’s the word!  PBS invites us in to be a part of the dialogue and connect with what is happening.  And I’d hope you’ll accept that invitation right now and call the number on your screen.



(Core Values - P5/#3)
We are often motivated by the need to just do the right thing.  And for many of us, offering a financial gift of support is not about receiving a CD or some other thank you gift in return, because what we’re really doing is saying thank you with a financial gift of our own.  
The value of PBS programs continues every day, right here for all of us to enjoy.  If you’re moved to offer a gift, your personal thank you for many years of quality, award winning programming on this station, then now is the time act.  Call the number on your screen and tell us that THIS is the programming that you and your family have come to love on PBS.



(Finance a Rarity/Quality - P7 #3)
When you experience amazing musical performances on this station, remember that this doesn’t happen anywhere else.  The Great Performance series is found only on PBS - and you and I have current members of PBS to thank for this!  This program, which is significantly different from what you will find elsewhere, didn’t just happen by itself. Like any large-scale production, it required funding.

If there was ever an “aha moment” where you had a say in what you wanted to see on PBS, then this is it.  The number on your screen will connect you to someone who can tell you how to become a part of the concert celebration that we are all enjoying together.



 (Nostalgia - P9/#3)
Our favorite performers rarely have a chance to touch on the things that they are passionate about when we see them on television.  One or two musical performances on an obscure late-night variety show just don’t offer the kind of insight that these Great Performance specials do.  
And who can better tell Eric Clapton’s story than Eric himself. 
PBS is a place where we can hear the back-stories…Why Eric created the Crossroads Centre in Antigua, what performers have inspired him throughout his career, what it was like to reunite with the members of supergroup Cream in 2005, and, in this program, what it was like to reunite with former Blind Faith bandmate Steve Winwood.



(Nostalgia - P9/#5)
Eric Clapton was rarely seen on television when he was performing in the 1960’s and 70’s.  Even when performing with Blind Faith, he hid behind the amplifiers so that the audience would not focus so much on him – but rather the other members of the group.
Forty years after Blind Faith disbanded, Eric is still showcasing performers who he has great admiration for.



 (Part of Something Bigger - P10/#4)
When you call in, we will respectfully thank you for any dollar amount that you choose to contribute.  It’s never been about the size of the contribution – we welcome anyone who recognizes the value of PBS.  You gift in ANY amount will go a long way towards the goal for this drive.



(Part of Something Bigger – Clapton)
We all give back in our own way.  Eric Clapton’s Crossroads Guitar Festival will send all of their profits to the Crossroads Centre in Antigua.
Our station is now inviting YOU to give back by pledging a gift of support right now as you stand up and affirm your belief in a common good – this community resource that is here for you and for future generations.   



(Part of Something Bigger - P11/#2)
Watching this program makes us feel as if we’re a part of the energy that’s circulating in that crowd.  We’re able to connect with the excitement that’s happening on the stage too, as if we were there with guitar giants Buddy Guy, B.B. King, Derek Trucks – all musicians that Eric Clapton has great admiration for.
PBS has invited us to come along and experience these music icons up-close, and to be a part of this new concert special.  



(Posses & Give - P12 /#1)
When was the first time that you heard the name Eric Clapton? Was it in 1965 when he was with the Yardbirds?  Maybe it was on AM radio back in the early 70’s when Layla dominated the airwaves.
This is an opportunity not only for you to add some classic music to your collection, but also to give a gift of financial support to the station that is bringing this concert right into your home.  
If it’s time for you to renew your membership, then this is the opportunity to do just that.  



 (Suggestions – P16/ #2 - Last Break)
We want to thank those of you have called and are helping us to reach our goal during this program.  Now you can sit back and know that you’ve given an important gift to your community, by investing in your local, Public Television station.

And in return, we pledge to provide you with programming that never disappoints and is always engaging and entertaining.  



(Finance a Rarity/Quality - P7 #2)
We’ve heard from callers who tell us that they go out of their way in order to share many types of music with their children and grandchildren.  They tell us that they have made the decision to introduce young people to music whenever and wherever they have the opportunity – through local performances, by sharing their record collection, and yes, through the music programs found right here on PBS.

With so many schools cutting back on arts and music programs, there has never been a more important time for us to step up and take action – as parents and grandparents, and responsible adults who feel that music and the arts ARE important and deserving of our time and commitment. 

This is a loud and clear invitation for you to partner with PBS viewers right now – viewers who want to see future concert specials produced and broadcast on this station.  
You may be asking yourself…When is the right time to pledge?  The answer is…As soon as you’re ready to start making a difference.    



(Nostalgia - P9/#4 – Second or Third Break)
Sometimes I get caught-up in these programs and I really find that I’m not inclined to do much of anything else except watch and enjoy the performers. I know that in the back of my mind I should donate, but even with my cell phone close by it took me until the last act of the first Crossroads program before I even realized that the phone number was right there on the screen!  

These performances have a pull on us, an almost magical way of taking us back to a time when life was simpler and Eric Clapton was just, well he was just a kid himself!  One or two songs are all it takes, and he has us mesmerized and hungry for more.

If you’ve been with us for the duration of the program then stay right here because there is more music on the way, including Steve Winwood and Eric Clapton onstage together and performing Blind Faith’s classic, Dear Mr. Fantasy. 



P15/ #2 (Suggestions/Cost 1)
We’re living in a time when media and information platforms are available through a variety of sources.  The array of news and information programs that you’ve come to respect and trust on PBS are programs that we are extremely proud of, but the bottom line is that these programs and others are expensive to produce.

How much money do you think PBS spent just to PRODUCE programs this past year?  The answer is over $400 million dollars.  And costs don’t stop there.  Equipment costs are also expensive, totaling over $160 million dollars in 2010.

Add to this the costs that each station incurs for activities such as local outreach, and the cost of just keeping the lights on in our studio and you begin to understand why we are asking for community partners and individual gifts in any amount.

You have PBS as a resource today, so if you value and appreciate what we have to offer, then pledge your support to see us through tomorrow and the next day and the next.  We are determined to keep the lights on, but it’s not possible without you.



Guitar Magent#1 (Suggestions/Cost 1)
Members have told us that they want some idea of how funding for PTV works. Well donations from members make up the largest category of income for Public TV. We are going to use Eric Clapton’s blackie guitar here to illustrate our point. Let’s say that the entire guitar represents all the funding sources for Public television stations.

Together all the pieces of the guitar make beautiful music. If we take donations from members away, it would be like taking the entire neck plus some of the body. That is a big piece and let me tell you that this guitar is no longer making beautiful music. 

And the federal dollars that we have heard so much about lately. They would be this larger corner of the guitar’s body. A significant source of funding but smaller than donations from members.
Sometimes we hear that we should be relying on businesses like commercial stations do. Well being commercial free means that we cannot rely entirely on that kind of income. Revenue from the business community makes up this smaller corner of the the public Tv guitar.
So if you want this station to continue making music for this community…
Let us know what you think.



Camera Man#1 (Suggestions/Cost 1)
Television is much more complicated and expensive than most people realize.  Our studio uses professional equipment – including a staff of audio operators, technical directors, camera operators like (Michael) here –and that’s just for starters.  
We also employ broadcast engineers to keep us on the air, designers to build and maintain our sets, floor directors, and many more people who are passionate about the mission of Public Televsion.
It takes a team of dedicated professionals to keep everything running smoothly at our station.  But there is one more person missing from our team – you.  

Our station is now inviting YOU to join with us right now as you stand up and affirm your belief in a common good – this community resource that is here for you and for future generations.   
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